
Sustainable Times, Vol. II, No. 9 - June 2006 page 9

HOMEGROWN BUSINESS PROFILE

Happy Bambino

Tucked into a small shop
front on Atwood Avenue
is a big comfort to new

parents, the Happy Bambino preg-
nancy and early parenting center.

Upon entering the center I am
immediately met by the comforting
chaos of happy children and parents
milling around the store, meeting
room, and resource center. The
busy store is flooded with sunlight
from the front and back windows
and I see cozy easy chairs situated
throughout the store for weary par-
ents to enjoy a rest or nurse a hun-
gry baby. As I venture further into
the shop I am cheerfully greeted by
one of the owners, Alison Dodge.
Although she has never met me in
person she greets me by name and
exudes a natural welcoming vibe.

Alison and her business partner
Lea Wolf opened Happy Bambino
in November of 2004. Both women
had discovered a passion for holis-
tic parenting as new moms and saw
a need for a single place in Madison
that new parents could go to find
resources and support.
Independently the women began
researching what it would take to
create this much-needed resource.
Then fate stepped in when a mutual
friend introduced them after hear-
ing their similar plans.

“When I told a friend about my
business idea she was like, ‘No
Way! I know someone who wants
to do exactly that same business
idea, I can’t believe you’ve never
met her! Can I pass your name
along to her?’And the rest was his-
tory,” explains Lea.

Once the pair met a natural dia-
log began and it was soon made
clear that a partnership was in their
future. Both women brought to the
table a great deal of education,
Lea’s in education and Alison’s in
human resources. Although this
didn’t necessarily prepare them for
retail it did help them create an
extremely solid business plan based
on extensive research and survey-

ing.
“When we went to the bank they

didn’t understand how viable this
business was [the way we had it
planned]…they said we needed to
be on the west side. It was in fact a
blessing that the people we had to
sell this idea to were not familiar
with our business concept because
having to prove it to them really
strengthened our business plan.”

Once funding was secured it was
decided to jump in feet first from
the start and make Happy Bambino
everything they knew it could be.
That included a store that provided
the natural parenting products they
as mothers had searched for, a
resource center for parents to find
information on holistic parenting,
and a meeting space that could be
made available to parent groups and
be used by the business itself to
offer both fee based and free par-
enting classes and support groups.

The store is the perfect outlet for
those hard to find natural parenting
tools. Happy Bambino offers a vari-
ety of cloth diapers and supplies,
natural bath and body products, nat-
ural educational toys, and shower
gifts. They also have specially
selected pregnancy, birth and par-
enting books that emphasize
empowerment and children’s books
that feature a variety of family mod-
els and lifestyles. In addition new
parents will find a wide range of
baby clothing from all natural cot-
ton and wool garments to gently
used items from the Eco-Boutique
resale section where parent’s can
exchange their gently used baby
and maternity clothes for store cred-
it.

Another popular feature of the
store is their huge selection of baby
carriers. Happy Bambino carries
the areas largest selection of baby
slings, wraps, pouches, packs, and
more for the busy parent. They also
provide free classes to help you
choose and use your carrier. No
time for a class? Happy Bambino
prides itself on providing knowl-
edgeable and helpful personalized
assistance to their customers for all
their products.

Happy Bambino also takes pride
in their support of breastfeeding.
The store offers a large selection of
breastfeeding supplies as well as
nursing bras and breastfeeding sup-

port materials. While the parenting
center offers free breastfeeding
clinics, classes, and support groups
led by certified lactation counselors.

In fact Happy Bambino offers a
large list of free and fee based class-
es, groups, and workshops. The
new parent or parent-to-be will find
a vast array of activities and educa-
tional experiences to choose from.
Options like Cloth Diapering 101,
Mom & Baby Yoga, Da Vinci’s
Playhouse Workshop, At-Home
Dads Playgroup, Parent Book
Clubs, Healthy Children, Health
Planet Discussion groups, and so
much more! You can find the
Happy Bambino activity schedule
online at www.happybambino.com.
Just click classes.

Access to resources does not end
with classes and products at Happy
Bambino. Their front entryway acts
as a resource center for guests pro-
viding a large selection of pam-
phlets, flyers, and other materials
for parents to peruse at their leisure.
The resource center in chalk full of
information on holistic parenting
support businesses, preschools,
child care, breastfeeding, and more.

Most of all Happy Bambino is
about creating community for par-
ents and families. Their goal is to
provide a place people can come for
support, advice, products, and
friendship.

“I think a lot of people have an
idea of what parenting is going to

be like and then they are surprised
by the reality of it. It can be very
isolating. It’s a difficult family tran-
sition. Our country tends towards
pushing isolation and nuclear fami-
ly, not community interaction and
activities. We are trying, at Happy
Bambino, to make a place for com-
munity interaction for people so
they can avoid the isolation of par-
enting.”

Happy Bambino is located at
2045 Atwood Avenue on Madison’s
east side. For more information or
to access their class and activities
schedule contact them at (608) 204-
6147 or visit them on the web at
www.happybambino.com. Store
hours are Sunday noon - 4pm,
Mondays, Wednesday, Fridays and
Saturdays, 10am – 5pm, and
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10am –
7pm.
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Happy Bambino co-owners Lea Wolf (left) and Alison Dodge

Happy Bambino is not just
another baby-products store. Its
owners take a holistic approach
to parenting and natural baby
care, and offer everything from
toys and diapers to classes.

One-On-One
Personal Training

In a Private Studio
Yoga & Pilates

Fitness & Nutrition
Coaching

In-Home Training
Become the person you’ve

always wanted to be!

(608) 824-9290
1424 N. High Point Road

Middleton, WI 53562
www.horizonhealthandfitness.com

Nádúrtha, LLC is a family owned and
operated business designed to provide peo-
ple of all ages a one-stop resource for
Organic Living.
Organic Body Care, Organic Baby Care,
Organic Spa products, Organic Home Care,
Organic Designer Clothing, Organic Yoga
and Casual Clothing, Fair Trade
Jewelry, Organic Aromatherapy, Organic
Herbal Supplements, and Organic Pet Care.
Through our company, we support organic
farming, sustainable agriculture and
forestry, fair trade practices, and environ-
mental consciousness.
Located a short drive from Madison at
3752 Hwy. 138, Stoughton, WI 53589
(608) 873-7965
Hours: M-Th 11-6 and by appointment
www.nadurtha.net

WE OFFER A COMPLETE LINE OF ALKALINE,
AUTOMOTIVE, MOTORCYCLE AND MARINE

BATTERIES, AS WELL AS BLEMISHED AND USED
BATTERIES.

2105 PARVIEW ROAD - MIDDLETON, WI 53562
CALL (608) 836-8500 

TO LOCATE A DEALER NEAR YOU

WE RECYCLE YOUR OLD BATTERIES!WE RECYCLE YOUR OLD BATTERIES!


